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PARISH STAFF

Tele
The Rector: The Rev Ann Uphill, The Rectory, Rectory Lane, Sidcup
DA14 5BP ann.uphill@uwclub.net 8300 7096
Reader: Jayne Edinboro 8300 5933
Churchwardens: Tina Hewett (St James) tina.hewett@btinternet.com 01322 273104
Jayne Edinboro (All Saints) 8300 5933
Pastoral Assistant:  Sally Schepke 8302 5847
Secretaries: Ros Farmer (All Saints) 01689 857311
Suzy Higgs (St James) suzyjhiggs@gmail.com 8302 5719
Treasurers, Derek Bearman (St James) 8302 3836
Freewill & derekbearman123@btinternet.com
Covenant Secretary Sam Edwards (All Saints) samwe@tiscali.co.uk 01689 838566
Director of Music: Reg Boulton reg.boulton@btopenworld.com 01322 614260
Sacristans: Derek Ford (St James) derek.fordl@ntlworld.com 01322 407479
Pamela Horner (All Saints) 8302 1954

Bothy Manager: Wilma Ingelson-Cook(St James) wilma321@btinternet.com 8302 5524
Churchyard Superintendent:  Please contact the Rector for Churchyard matters.

All Saints Churchyard:  Ray & Francine Gull 8302 4061
Child Protection Maxine Heath (St James) 8464 9448
Officers: Tricia Lyall (All Saints) 01322 527352
Mothers Union: Vi Bailey (St James) 8309 7440
Editor: Steve Blake sblakemagazine@ntlworld.com

Sunday Services
9.20am Sunday School - All Saints - William Smith Memorial Hall (except 1st Sunday)
9.30am Parish Eucharist - All Saints (except 1st Sunday )

11.10am Sunday School - St James - The Bothy (except 2nd Sunday)

11.15am Parish Eucharist - St James (except 2nd Sunday)
All Age Services
9.30am  All Saints (1st Sunday ); 10.00am St James (2nd Sunday )
On the 5th Sunday in the month Joint Morning Services will be held alternately at

All Saints and St James. Venues, and amendments, will be announced in the diary.
Joint Midweek Service
Thursday 10.00am Holy Communion - All Saints (1st and 3rd Thursdays)
- StJames (2nd and 4th Thursdays)
If there is a 5th Thursday in the month, the service will be held alternately
at All Saints and St James. Venues will be announced in the diary.

ST JAMES CHURCH and THE BOTHY 020 8300 9377

William Smith Memorial Hall bookings: Please contact Sam Edwards 01689 838934,
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OUT WITH THE OLD AND IN WITH THE NEW

I've been spending a bit of time lately clearing up the leaves
p in the Rectory garden — it's not a job | particularly enjoy and
there are so many trees around the garden that the job
sometimes seems to go on for ever, but it's good exercise —
quite useful in my bid to get fit again after being ill, and | feel
that if | do a little bit at a time it makes life easier. Luckily the
strong winds we've had have blown quite a few of the leaves
off the lawn and away from the garden, so the job hasn’t been quite as
massive a task as it usually is. Once all the leaves are down and the
trees are all bare, | quite like the starkness and bareness around us —
some trees have wonderful shapes that can be seen and appreciated
more easily once the leaves are gone. Seen against a winter sky, they
can be quite beautiful.

Provided they haven't been covered in snow, like last year, clearing
up the leaves is always a job, | feel, for the New Year rather than the
autumn, because in the autumn you can never quite finish the job —
however many leaves fall, there are always more to come. Better to
wait until they’re all down. And then, it always feels as if I'm clearing
all the old stuff out so that nature can begin again. It doesn’t matter
any more what happened to the trees last year — whether the foliage
was plentiful or whether some of the trees didn't do so well — that’s all
just a memory now. Once the leaves and debris are cleared away,
they can all make a fresh start. But of course nothing is wasted — the
leaves that have fallen eventually go back to the earth to enrich the
soil for next year — and so the cycle of creation begins again

The New Year is a good time to clear out some of the old stuff from
our lives as well and perhaps begin to re-create our spiritual lives.
Perhaps some of what happened last year doesn’'t matter any more
and we can gather it up and leave it behind. If it was important, it
doesn’t mean that we forget it — we can learn from it and it can enrich
our future lives. If it wasn’t important, then it's best consigned to the
past: old grudges and hurts and resentments that we can now do
nothing about and which are only damaging us — dump them and



move on.

And even as the old stuff is being cleared away, there is the promise
of new life and new hope - in the bareness of winter, the trees are
already preparing for the spring. 2011 has not been a good year for
many of us — let’s put it behind us and hope that 2012 will be better
and full of promise for all of us and for our two Churches.

| wish you all a Happy New Year.
Ann

Do You Want To Celebrate An Anniversary,
Run A Bazaar,Or A Jumble Sale?

The William Smith Memorial Hall

Rectory Lane, Foots Cray
is the ideal placeto hold sucha Function
For Details Contact The Administrator, The Parighd®
William Smith Memorial Hall, Rectory Lane,

Foots Cray, DA14 5BU
Telephone: 020 8300 4343

Frank Stevens and Son
(Local traditional Painters and Decorators
No job too small — reasonable rates — free quot
Call Paul on 07967404388
Call Sam on 07857108171




St James Christmas Fayre

With the Christmas Fayre over for another year the Fete Committee
can once again relax (for the next couple of months at least!). Every
Fete brings it own challenges and this time it was a shortage of
helpers which meant that we were only just about ready when the first
customers came through the door.

As always the hall seemed to shrink before our eyes as we laid out all
of the tables, and then the tables seemed to shrink as we loaded them
with goodies. The end result however was full of colour, games and
bargains galore. All the stalls looked lovely and most were empty by
the end of the day, thanks to a steady flow of visitors.

New for this year was our Flower Arranging Tombola. Those with
floral flare were invited to create and donate a table arrangement in
either fresh or artificial flowers and we were blessed with offerings of
all shapes and sizes. We could hardly believe it when the very first
ticket drawn won the largest arrangement on the table!

Thank you as always to everyone who contributed to the success of
the Fayre, which raised approx £1,000 for church funds. To the stall
holders for their hard work on the day, to our team of leaflet deliverer's
who help spread the word, to those who baked cakes, arranged
flowers or donated other items without whom we would have nothing
to sell, to the Centre staff for being so accommodating and of course
to all of our paying customers for supporting our fund raising efforts.

The Fete Committee

TAX AND TAX RETURNS « ACCOUNTS
PAYROLL BOOKKEEPING
SERVICES VATe PAYROLL

Friendly, ethical and efficient service at a readme price
Let us help you claim what you are entitled to tale the stress of tax out of
your life
Contact Trevor or Sharon on
020 8090 9646
or email info@trbtaxandpayroll.co.uk
www.trbtaxandpayroll.co.uk
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ST JAMES’ CHURCHWARDEN’'S REPORT

| November was a month very much focussing on
the Armed Services, starting with the well attended
Remembrance Day service. | personally feel that it
is essential that the children grow up remembering
#& those who served in the Armed services, so that we
§ do not forget the lessons that the past teaches us.
g One of the most moving experiences of my life was
the first time | sang under the Menin Gate in leper
£ (Ypres) in Belgium during the Remembrance Day
== Service, surrounded on all sides by the names of all
those who died during the conflict in the leper Salient during World
War 1, as the poppy petals dropped from holes in the roof. Having
said that, every time | sang in leper was moving. Both my husband
and daughter have joined me in previous years and my son’s biggest
gripe is that we owe him a trip as he was too young to go with the
choir the year Grace went. My children have attended and sung at
Remembrance Day services since they were babies and it is always
gratifying to see other children at the services. It is also critical that we
remember those that served and survived during previous conflicts as
well as those that serve in current conflicts. So it was great to be able
to do the Shoebox appeal which sent boxes to those who are on
active duty in Afghanistan over Christmas. We assembled about 45
boxes between the two churches, a great display of compassion and
generosity. It was interesting to hear relatives and friends of serving
personnel discussing what things would be good to include in the
boxes, a great deal of discussion, thought and consideration went into
assembling them and | would like to thank all those who gave boxes.

An enormous vote of thanks must go to Jenny Malster and her family,
especially Tony, Jo and Rob for organising yet another wonderful
Christmas Fayre and raising in excess of £1000 of much needed
funding towards the running costs of the Church. In addition, our
thanks go to everyone who donated items and time to the Fayre,
baking cakes and running the stalls and refreshments. It is definitely a
team effort and has resulted in well attended and highly rated events.

The end of November signals the end of the church year, a time of
reflection for the past year and remembrance followed by anticipation
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and preparation brought on by the start of Advent. It provides us with
a lot to think about. In November last year there was snow on the
ground, ice and bitterly cold temperatures, in November this year
people were still walking around without coats on (!!) in the relatively
mild conditions. Constant change is a part of life, its unpredictability
can be both a blessing and a curse. But life is all about change and
growth, so as a church maybe this time of contemplation and
preparation will find us ready to tackle the new year ahead with
renewed vigour, inspiration and an uplifted soul.

God bless
Tina

CHURCH BEACONS - SOME INFORMATION
FOR YOUR CHURCH

1. Churches across the country have been invited to join in the
celebrations and light beacons to commemorate the special event.

2. The Queen's Diamond Jubilee Beacons will be announced by Bruno
Peek OBE MVO OPR, Pageantmaster, The Queen's Diamond Jubilee
Beacons, over the next few months. Bruno Peek can be contacted on: -
07737 262 913 - pageantmaster@mac.com or go direct to
www.diamondjubileebeacons.co.uk.

3. The Church Commissioners are encouraging the Church of England's
16,000 churches to mark the Diamond Jubilee in what they call ‘suitable
and appropriate ways’. In the case of lit beacons, they ‘would urge
churches to ensure that they are placed at a sufficient distance from the
church building to minimise the potential for injury and damage to the
structure.’

4. Unity and Ecclesiastical Insurance back this up. The UK'’s leading
insurers of church properties support the celebrations, and say they want
to assuage anxiety from those wishing to take part in the Church Beacons
project.

5. Church Tower beacons will be lit on the battlements of HM Tower of
London, St James's Palace, Lambeth Palace, London, Bishopsthorp
Palace, York and at the Palace of Holyroodhouse, Edinburgh as well as
Killyleagh Castle in Northern Ireland.




Paul Hardingham takes a break from his regular series on books of the
Bible to consider Christmas.

HOPE FOR 2012

‘For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be
on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.’ (Isaiah 9:6)

As the start of this New Year we are all aware of the uncertainties which
we face, especially in terms of our finances, jobs and economic
prospects. We have to face the big questions of life: what shall | do?; who
can help me?; who cares for me? and what do | say?

The familiar words of the prophet Isaiah were also given by God in a time
of political and economic uncertainty. The Assyrians had just conquered
the northern kingdom of Israel, fulfilling Isaiah’s warnings to the people,
who had turned their back on God and his ways. However, Isaiah also
brings a word of hope, ‘The people walking in darkness have seen a
great light'. For Isaiah, it felt as if the future had already arrived! However,
after 700 years the promised child was fulfilled in the birth of Jesus. For
us, facing a New Year, he continues to be an answer to both our needs
and questions:

Wonderful Counsellor: he will give us the wisdom we need, when we
have difficult decisions to make at work or home, or in dealing with our
finances or future direction.

Mighty God: he will provide the help and strength to face the difficult
diagnosis, the family crisis or relationships breakdown, as we trust his
plan and purpose for our lives.

Everlasting Father: he cares for us as a father cares for his children, so
we can come to him when we feel alone or we are really struggling,
knowing that he hears and will answer our prayers.

Prince of Peace: he has secured peace by his cross and resurrection,
and so we can find in him true acceptance, forgiveness and peace for our
lives, relationships and future.

Therefore at the start of 2012, may ‘our joy be increased’ as for the
people in Isaiah’s day. For only Jesus can truly turn our sorrow into joy
and save us from the vicious spiral of sin and death. Whatever the mess
and mistakes we have made over the past year, he can deal with them.
With him both our present and future are secure. This is no pipe-dream,
for ‘the zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this.’
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See, Amid the Winter's Snow

See, amid the winter's snow
Lots of cars that just won't go;
It is not the drivers’ fault —
Councils have run out of salt!

Here, we sit the whole night long!
Where have all the snowploughs gone?
If we'd known we’d be delayed

We’'d perhaps have a brought a spade!

Say, ye cheerful children, say

Why aren’t you in school today?
‘We are skating round and round
‘Cos the heating’s broken down!

‘Yes, the heating’s gone beserk!

‘Mum has missed a day at work!

‘Though she’s cross and seems on edge,
‘We can ride upon our sledge!

Sages on the weather show
Said the sun would surely glow,
And, said they, we may be sure
Of a glorious day in store!

But they missed a detail, small
And the snow did thickly fall!

But the met-men feel no shame —
Their computer takes the blame!

Nigel Beeton



The Way of the Desert - Daily Bible readings through Lent to Easter

By Andrew Watson, BRF, £7.99

What would Jesus do? A few years ago many churches were awash with
WWJD wrist bands. But understanding what would Jesus do in any given
situation suggests the need to have a clear idea of what Jesus did. Failure to
do so leads to the creation of a Jesus in our own image, sharing our political,
theological, money and relationship views.

In his new book Andrew Watson, Bishop of Aston, explores what Jesus did in
the very first period of Lent. He shows how Jesus’ desert reflections took him
back to the desert wanderings of Israel, a period of wildness, unpredictability
and danger but also one of blessing and spiritual reawakening. How in this
harsh environment Jesus’ own life and ministry were tested and formed and
how that period in his life influenced him is instructive for Christians today.
Watson focuses on Matthew’'s Gospel, which regularly seeks to parallels
Jesus’ life with the lives of the people of Israel during the exodus period.
Matthew presents Jesus as the new lIsrael, the new example of what it
means to be chosen, loved and holy. ‘While the Israel of the exodus
frequently got it wrong—so providing a series of cautionary tales for us to
learn from—the new Israel, Jesus himself, constantly gets it right, so offering
a perfect model for us to follow.’

Children in the Way? Creative Opportunities for Churches with Young
Children

By Carrie Kingston; Isobel MacDougall, Monarch £ 9.51

Bottom of Form

The first years are critical, a pivotal time when children have powerful
curiosity, exuberance for learning, and make strong connections through their
experiences. This is also when a child's attitudes, values and perceptions are
formed: "Do | belong here?", "Am | good enough?" Our grasp of how children
learn has developed sharply in recent years.

Schools constantly review their approach, but churches frequently employ
antiquated practices. Many alienate children because our methods don't
meet their needs, and because we don't realise that some of the strongest
messages are hidden. Without knowing it, we are inoculating our children
against church. The intention is to challenge churches about their children's
work; to inform children's workers about the latest research; and to provide
practical ideas. The authors suggest ways of developing music and
movement, creativity and touch, so that children's experience of church is
positive, enriching and intriguing.
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St James Church - Race Night
Saturday 10 " March 2012
At the William Smith Memorial Hall,
Rectory Lane, Foots Cray,
Sidcup, DA14 5BU

Tickets, which can be obtained from Madge Huddle (020 8302
6747) or in church are priced at £8.00 for adults and £5.00 for
children. Ticket prices include a fish and chips supper
(alternative is sausage and chips).

Family ticket £25.00: (2 adults and two children).
Please bring your own drinks and glasses — tea and coffee
available.

Doors open 6.30pm — first race 7.00pm (last race 10.00pm).

2~ FRANCIS CHAPPELL& SONS

Elﬂ‘rﬂ A TRADITIONAL FUNERAL SERVICE FROM LOCAL FUNERAL DIRE CTORS

- PROVIDING HELP AND GUIDANCE IN YOUR TIME OF NEED

* Telephone quotes available * Memorial advice and products
* International repatriation specialists * Pre-paid Funeral Plans
BROMLEY ORPINGTON
231 HIGH STREET BRI INZ BOUNDARY PLACE SEVENOAKS RD BR6 9JW
TEL: 020 8460 1720 TEL: 01689 875116
FARNBOROUGH ORPINGTON
332 CROFTON ROAD BR6 8NW 87 THE WALNUTS BR6 OTW
TEL: 01689 853277 TEL: 01689 823777

SIDCUP
48 HIGH STREET DA14 6EH
TEL: 020 8300 4661

and over 50 associated branch locations throughout South and South East London

Part of Dignity plc. A British company I
www.dignityfunerals.co.uk a I
Members of the National Association of Funeral Dire ctors .
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Bexley open air theatre events

email: hugh@boate.org

Tel:0208 309 5678
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Cussens
Electrical Services Ltd

Electrical Testing Installation & Repairs
General Electrics
Lighting
Security
Re- Wires
Fault Finding
Garden Electrics
Security Alarms and Cameras
Fuse Boards

- Telephone Points
Plumbing and Gas
Maintenance and Repairs
Domestic & Commercial

Call Us On...
020 8301 0751

www.Cussenselectrical.co.uk.
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The Rev Michael Burgess continues his series looking at great works
of music.

GOD IN MUSIC

‘In sweet music is such art’

In the age of silent films, each cinema had its own in-house pianist
who would play while the film was shown. The piano music would
reflect the moods and emotions of the film and provide a background
for the drama on the screen. With recorded sound, music assumed a
greater importance, and studios would often commission the leading
composers of their day to write for their films.

Now the musical score is almost on an equal footing with the film
itself. We think of the Harry Potter films, and the evocative music of
John Williams comes to mind. The James Bond films would be the
poorer without John Barry’s music. And Bernard Herrmann’s nervous,
eerie string score provided a brilliant reflection of the mystery/horror
film ‘Psycho.’

During this year we shall be looking at a variety of films and seeing
how music plays a crucial part in them. H G Wells wrote to the
composer Arthur Bliss ‘A film is a composition and the musical
composer is an integral part of the design.” Aaron Copland called film
music ‘a lamp you place beneath the screen to warm it.’

In this month’s film the musical score is not so much the lamp below
the screen as the light shining from the film. In 2004 the French film
‘The Chorus’ (‘Les Choristes’) was released. It is the story of a new
teacher, Monsieur Clément Mathieu, who arrives at a boys’ boarding
school. The children’s lives are dragooned by an oppressive head
teacher, Monsieur Rachin. His motto ‘Action — Reaction’ is a warning
that any misdemeanour will receive its due punishment. M. Mathieu
has up to then been a failure, but in the course of the film he discovers
how his musical gifts can bring new life to the school.

He forms a choir, and with his guidance and with the enthusiasm of
the pupils, the choir excels. We hear how the boys progress in their
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singing from popular melodies to the beautiful ‘La Nuit’ by Rameau
and ‘Caresse sur I'océan.” Music and singing bring a new dimension
of light and hope in the school, and later M. Mathieu saves the lives of
the boys in a different way. Sadly, the film ends with him being
dismissed and leaving the school, but we know that the gift of music
and song lit by him will not be extinguished for the story is told through
the eyes of one of the pupils who has gone on to be a great
conductor.

‘The Chorus’ is both funny and sad, moving and heart-warming, as it
shows how music can be both a gift and a grace in human lives.
Thomas Carlyle wrote, ‘It seems somehow the very central essence of
us, song; as if all the rest were but wrappings and hulls.” This film
shows how song and music can awaken a new dawn in the boys’ lives
and open up new horizons for them. Music and song can do that for
all of us: they show us horizons that reach out into eternity, where, as
the book of Job describes, ‘The morning stars sang together, and all
the heavenly beings shouted for joy.’

# #S$

# %
$ 9
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Christians killed and churches bombed amid Islamist violence in
Nigeria

Two worshippers were killed and at least 12 injured in an armed raid on
a church, and at least six other churches were bombed during a recent
spate of widespread attacks by Islamist militants in Northern Nigeria that
left around 150 people dead.

A church in Tabak village, Kaduna State, was targeted during a prayer
meeting on Thursday evening (3 November). As the meeting was
drawing to a close, gunmen burst into the building and fired at the
congregation, which consisted mainly of women and children. Two
women died at the scene, while at least twelve other people were
wounded; some were said to be in a critical condition. Please pray for
our brothers and sisters in Christ in Nigeria.

Famine in the Horn of Africa

Famine still haunts the Horn of Africa, following two failed rainy seasons
and conflict in Somalia. According to the United Nations, over 13 million
people in Somalia, Kenya, Ethiopia and Dijibouti have now been
affected.

Since last July, an unprecedented number of Somalis — nearly 900,000
— have crossed the borders into neighbouring countries like Kenya and
Ethiopia. The Dadaab camps, designed for 90,000 people, are now
home to over 400,000 refugees.

Andrew Edwards, MRDF Programme Manager for Kenya and Ethiopia,
said: ‘Dry seasons are common in the Horn of Africa, but the failure of
the last rainy season hit when people were yet to recover from the 2010
drought.

“In parts of Ethiopia, for example, people were unable to harvest the
short maturing crops such as cabbage and sweet potatoes. Then the
prices of staple crops such as maize and sorghum soared. So many
families had no choice but to make the long trek to the refugee camps.
With millions affected, this is a crisis that will not be resolved quickly.”
Over £385,000 has been donated to this Africa food crisis appeal to
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date. This is providing emergency food supplies through the Methodist
Church’s emergency relief partner, the Action by Churches Together
(ACT) Alliance. As a result of MRDF support, people are also receiving
tarpaulins for temporary shelters, blankets, plastic sheets, impregnated
mosquito nets and sleeping mats. If you would like to help, please visit:
www.mrdf.org.uk/

Christians affected by worsening crisis in Syria

Christian leaders in Syria and neighbouring countries have expressed
growing concern about the deteriorating situation in Syria, and in
particular what it means for the vulnerable Christian minority.

The Arab League recently suspended Syria over its crackdown on
protestors in a move that highlights how far conditions in the country
have worsened since anti-government demonstrations broke out in
March 2011. The UN says that at least 3,500 people have been killed.
As the Assad regime comes under mounting international pressure,
Christians, who comprise around ten per cent of the population, are
particularly concerned about what the future holds for them and Iraqi
Christian refugees living in the country.

Should Assad fall, it is feared that Syria could go the way of Iraq post-
Saddam Hussein. Saddam, like Assad, restrained the influence of
militant Islamists, but after his fall they were free to wreak havoc on the
Christian community; hundreds of thousands of Christians were
consequently forced to flee the violence. Many of them went to Syria.

A Syrian church leaderexplains: Most of the Iragi Christians living in
Syria are worried because they do not want to see Syrian Christians
passing through the same path as happened with them in Iraq. They are
lifting their prayers for a safe and secure Syria and for it [to] continue to
be a safe haven.

Dr Patrick Sookhdeo, International Director of Barnabas Fund, explains:
“Syria has been very much a safe haven for Christians in the Middle
East, one of the few Arab countries where they were treated with
respect and had equality with the Muslim majority. Syria also has a
history of welcoming in persecuted Christians from other countries.

“But | greatly fear that within the near future we will see a new lIraqg
developing in Syria. Barnabas Fund is standing with our brothers and
sisters during this tumultuous time through both prayer and practical
support. Please help us to help them.” If you would like to help, please
visit: www.barnabasfund.org.uk/
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Tuesday, 24th January - 2pm in The Bothy
Fun and Fellowship Group

Saturday, 10th March - 6.30pm in The William Smith  Memorial Hall
St James’ Church Race Night

Quotes of the Month
Churches in cities are most wonderful solitudes. - Thomas Merton

Nothing is really work unless you would rather be doing something
else. - James M. Barrie

HOLLYTREE PHARMACY
OPEN 9.00am - 7.30pm

MONDAY - SATURDAY
Free Prescription Collection & Delivery Service
CoMPREHENSIVERANGE OF PHARMACEUTICAL SERVICESINCLUDING:-
*Domiciliary Oxygen Service* Pregnancy Testing* §iwal Supplies-Colostomy,
Urostomy, etc.* Appliances etc for the Elderly dbidabled*
Ask an Expert - Ask your Pharmacist for Advice
AZIM ADATIA BSc (HONS) MRPHARMS
Telephone: 020 8300 6857
2 Hollytree Parade, Sidcup Hill, Foots Cray

The Window Surgeon

Window repairs, handles, locks, hinges,
patio rollers & replacement double glazing units

Tel: 0845 2707702 Mobile: 07885975324
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ALL SAINTS
SUNDAY SCHOOL

SUNDAY SCHOOL IS HELD

EVERY SUNDAY DURING
TERM-TIME

EXCEPT THE FIRST SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH

AT 9.30AM
WILLIAM SMITH MEMORIAL HALL

EVERYONE AGE 2-9
ARE
WELCOME

CONTACT RACHEL BELK
ON 020 8309 7025
FOR MORE DETAILS

New Year's Days

The New Year’'s days are white with snow,
The winds are laughing as they blow.
Across the ponds and lakes we glide,
And o’er the drifting snow we ride,
And down the hills we gaily slide,

For it is winter weather.

Each rushing stream is warmly dress’d,
An icy coat upon its breast,
And on each branch of every tree,
Packed in as close as close can be,
The next year’s leaflets we can see,

All nestled close together.

By Celia Standish
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DIARY FOR JANUARY

1% January

9.30am
Tues 3¥  7.30pm

8.15pm
Wed 4" 8.00pm
Thurs 5" 10.00am
Fri 6" 7.30pm
8" January

9.30am

10.00am

11.15am
Tues 10" 2.00pm
Thurs 12" 10.00am

15™ January
9.30am
11.15am

1.30pm
8.00pm

8.00pm

10.00am
7.30pm

Tues 17"

Wed 18"
Thurs 19"

22" January

9.30am
11.15am
Tues 24" 2.00pm
8.00pm
Wed 25"  8.00pm
Thurs 26™  10.00am

2nd Sunday of Christmas
Family Communion

Churchwardens’ meeting
United Benefice Council

Mothers’ Union
Holy Communion
Wedding Couples’ social

The Epiphany

Parish Eucharist

All Age Worship
Wedding couples

music & readings session

House Group
Morning Prayer

2nd Sunday of Epiphany
Parish Eucharist
Parish Eucharist

Mothers’ Union
All Saints PCC Meeting

St James PCC Meeting

Holy Communion
Prepare/Enrich Course 1

3rd Sunday of Epiphany
Parish Eucharist

Parish Eucharist

Fun & Fellowship Group

All Saints Fundraising Group
St James Fundraising Group

Holy Communion
20

All Saints

The Rectory
The Rectory

The Bothy
All Saints
The Rectory

All Saints
St James
St James

26 St George’s Road

St James

All Saints
St James

The Bothy
The Bothy

The Bothy

All Saints
The Rectory

All Saints
St James

The Bothy
The Rectory

The Rectory
St James



29" January  Presentation of Christ in the Temple

11.15am Joint Benefice Eucharist St James

EARLY FEBRUARY

Wed 1% 8.00pm Pastoral Group The Rectory
8.00pm Mothers’ Union The Bothy
Thurs 2" 10.00am  Holy Communion All Saints
7.30pm Prepare/Enrich Session 2 The Rectory
5" February 3rd Sunday before Lent
9.30am All Age Worship All Saints
11.15am Parish Eucharist St James
Thurs 9" 10.00am  Holy Communion St James
8.00pm Prepare/Enrich Session 3 The Rectory
12™ February 2nd Sunday before Lent
9.30am Parish Eucharist All Saints
10.00am All Age Worship St James
THE BOTHY

Are you looking for a small hall for a function?

The Bothy (in St James Church Grounds) has all the facilities
you need and can seat 35 people.

If you need further information please contact
Wilma Ingelson-Cook (The Bothy Manager)
on 020 8302 5524
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DO YOU NEED A CARER OR A HELPING HAND?
We can offer a full range of help to suit you, irdihg:
Personal Care Housework Washing/Ironing
Meals cooked Companionship Medication Call
Evening calls shopping — including assisting you.

We offer friendly one to one care at an affordahte.
We are fully qualified including Dementia Care aard CRB checked.

Please call for further information on:
Friendly Care: 07597 446086
nicolelivock@yahoo.co.uk

Madeline’s Hair Salon

A professional service in my home or yours

Cut & Blow Dry; Perms with Cut & Blow Dry
(sorry no sets)
Colours: Full Head or Highlights
C&G : Tony Guy : L'oreal : Wella Qualified
Pamper yourself in comfort ......... Tel: 07739 628041

David Hemsley

Building Service and Property Maintenanc

Internal & External Painting & Decorating
Fencing * Block Paving* Crazy Paving* Decking

Walls * Paths* Patios* Drainage
Qualified Plastering Service Avalille

Free Estimates
Insurance Work Undertake
24 Hour Call Out Service

Tel: 020 8303 9459
Mobile: 07710 431 95¢




LESLIE EASTON & CO. LTD

DOUBLE GLAZING * ALUMINIUM WINDOWS
PATIO DOORS * MIRRORS * LEADED LIGHTS
PICTURE FRAMING * POLISHING
GLASS OF ANY DESCRIPTION CUT TO SIZES - 7 HOLLYTREE
PARADE, SIDCUP HILL, FOOTS CRAY, KENT. Telephor@20 8300
3955 & 020 8300 9345

Easi Lock Ltd (Locksmiths)

All locks opened, repaired and replaced
UPVC door and window lock specialist
Security bars and grilles supplied and fitted
Police CRB checked
Member of British Locksmith Association
Telephone: 0800 44 88 132 - Mobile: 075905 33 222
Web: www.easilock.com

NEED A PRACTICAL

GARDENER

Please phone David for any

i HOME: 0208 855 1193
enqumes Ol \ioBILE: 0791 730 1851

References supplied if required

All aspects of

4 ] gardening

0% undertaken af
reasonable and

affordable rafes.
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Signs & Symbols: becoming a Christian
By the Rev Dr Jo White

When does one become a Christian? How about, ‘When is a person
made?’ In England there’s legislation about when a group of
developing cells becomes a human being, but that notwithstanding
when is s/he made?

Many of us think it was on ‘the night’ but apparently it can take up to
forty-eight hours for the first cell division to take place. Nothing’s
simple, is it!

So in a similar way, can we speak of an exact moment for becoming a
Christian? Baptism is the outward visible sign, but it usually comes
some time after the person has requested it, and that application will
probably have followed a time of exploration and discovery. Even if
we are talking about infant baptism, the parent(s) will have undertaken
these same steps in some form.

In some countries, at a baptism service the candidate changes their
clothes immediately after their immersion; or for babies they may be
naked and are then dressed in brand new clothes afterwards. Visible
signs of a change in their lives.

When a new Pope is elected, he puts on new robes in a room just off
the Sistine Chapel at the Vatican. So, in 2005 Joseph Ratzinger
entered the ‘Room of Tears’ as the Dean of the College of Cardinals
and left it as Pope Benedict XVI.

This month:- Have a think about the time you became a Christian —
did it happen gradually, in an instant of change, or are you perhaps
not ever conscious of having made that choice?

If you could begin today - this very moment - the life of a Christian,
what changes would you make in your appearance, to where you live,
or in your behaviour as signs to those around you of that decision?

ANTHONY
HAIR FASHIONS

8 Lewis Road, Sidcup, DA14 4NA
020 8300 6249
Blow Drying, Styling,
Perming & Colouring
OAP DISCOUNT TUES & WED
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W. UDEN & SONS LTD
INDEPENDENT FAMILY OWNED
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

THE FAMILY BUSINESS THAT STILL OFFERS A PERSONAL
SERVICE

64 HIGH STREET, SIDCUP

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST - MONUMENTAL MASONS

Telephone: 020 8300 2002 24 hour service
BRANCHES IN SOUTH-EAST LONDON, PETTS WOOD AND
BIGGIN HILL

GARDEN CENTRE LTD

is proud to be associated with
St James Parish Church,
North Cray

Maidstone Road
Sidcup . 020 8300 0084
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JANUARY CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Across
1 Protective covering recommended to the Ephesians
(Ephesians 6:11) (6)
4 The number of apostles (Matthew 10:2) (6)
8 Tenth-century Bishop of Augsberg for 48 years, who became the
first saint to be canonized by a pope (5)
9 ‘Do not — what is evil but what is good’ (3 John 11) (7)
10 Reading desk in a church (7)
11 ‘He looked up and said, “I see people; they look like — walking
around” (Mark 8:24) (5)
12 One of the qualities that Paul exhorted Timothy to pursue
(1 Timothy 6:11) (9)
17 One of the meaningless pleasures acquired by the Teacher
(Ecclesiastes 2:8) (5)
19 ‘Like — babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may
grow up in your salvation’ (1 Peter 2:2) (7)
21 Jesus said that Moses allowed this only because men’s hearts
were hard (Matthew 19:8) (7)
22 Girl's name (5)
23 Most sagacious (Judges 5:29) (6)
24 How Stephen, the first Christian martyr, died: after being —
(Acts 7:59) (6)

Down

1 A Jew whom Paul met in Corinth, whose wife was Priscilla
(Acts 18:2) (6)

2 For example, turning water into wine, feeding the five thousand,
walking on water (John 7:21) (7)

3 Abram'’s relationship to Lot (Genesis 14:12) (5)

5 ‘Jesus answered, “It is —: ‘Man does not live by bread
alone.” (Matthew 4:4) (7)
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6 ‘Peace | — with you; my peace | give you’ (John 14:27) (5)
7 ‘May the Lord deal with me, be it — — severely, if anything but
death separates you and me’ (Ruth 1:17) (4,2)
9 Lack of knowledge (Acts 17:30) (9)
13 This woman ‘followed Paul and believed’ after his words to the
Areopagus in Athens (Acts 17:34) (7)
14 Or noise (anag.) (7)
15 ‘Even though | walk through the valley of the — of death, | will fear
no evil' (Psalm 23:4) (6)
16 * — Christian soldiers, marching as to war’ (6)
18 Saver (anag.) (5)
20 ‘Unless a grain of — falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a
single seed’ (John 12:24) (5)
(Solutions on page 32)
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ST JAMES THE LEAST OF ALL
On parish accounts, teapots and Labrador retrievers

The Rectory
St. James the Least of All

My dear Nephew Darren

Your annual accounts — all 146 pages, bound in their plastic covers
and laid out in faultless detail — are really most impressive. | was
rather envious to note you have a clergy ‘discretionary fund’; were |
given such a thing, my cellar of claret would improve immeasurably —
although that is perhaps the reason why | am not given one.

The size of your office expenses makes me wonder if you have a staff
rivalling that of the European Community. | suppose that at least you
are doing your bit for job creation. Our dear Miss Marigold, who
spends two hours a week randomly filing pieces of paper, mistyping
rotas and failing to re-order stationery, is only rewarded by being the
first to find out who are booking marriages and having their babies
baptised — and if they do not happen in that order, that will be another
piece of information remembered for future use. All this is information
beyond the price of jewels in village communities.

Our accounts have more by way of charm than they do of accuracy,
generally consisting of one sheet of handwritten paper. There are only
ever three copies for circulation, as that is the limit of Colonel
Denster's carbon paper. It seems to be an unalterable tradition that
they never balance, until we find the following year that the missing
£20 was found months later under the teapot on the mantelpiece.
One footnote to this was the occasion when the Colonel suspected an
unaccountable £5 had been eaten by his Labrador. Our greatest
expenses by far are categorised as ‘miscellaneous’, which is a catch-
all for everything that our treasurer is unable to recall where it really
went.

The thousands paid on church maintenance and diocesan fees are
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nodded through without comment — but if the money spent on Easter
lilies or packets of tea for the Summer Fete increases by anything
more than 50 pence, there will be much agonised debate and
speculation about whether this is an indication of money laundering.

| see that your accounts were professionally audited. Fortunately, it
does not matter too much about the accuracy of our own, as | have an
arrangement with our auditor who lives in the village: if he refuses to
sign them off, then | refuse to baptise his grand-children.

Your loving uncle,
Eustace

"You'll be in deep trouble if the vicar
finds out you're not deeply meditating,
just playing with your new iPad!"
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The Rev Michael Burgess continues his series on God in the Arts with
a look at the magnificent West Front of Wells Cathedral. You can
view it by googling images, Wells Cathedral.

GOD IN THE ARTS
Treasures old and treasures new

Jesus in his teaching talked of the scribe who is ready for the kingdom
and said he was like the master of a household who brings out of his
treasure what is old and what is new. In these articles for this year we
shall be looking at the cathedrals of our land and seeing how they are
like that master, with treasures old and treasures new. Each month we
shall visit one particular cathedral to explore some of its special
treasures — some will be centuries old and others more modern.

The Church has always been a patron of the arts. Cathedrals were
built as expressions of humanity’s faith, but also to house its cultural
achievements. That important work of patronage has continued to the
present day with cathedrals commissioning new works and welcoming
exhibitions from contemporary artists.

Not always with public approval, it has to be said. You may remember
the outcry provoked by the statue of The Golden Man in Lincoln
Cathedral in 1990. And the concern expressed when the cloisters of
Gloucester Cathedral became the corridors of Hogwarts school. There
is now an organisation called Art and Christian Enquiry which looks at
how contemporary art can be displayed in sacred settings. In this
series we shall be looking at some of these works in their cathedral
homes.

This month we focus on the cathedral setting itself. We stand outside
on the threshold, waiting to enter its sacred space. It is the west front
of Wells Cathedral. Inside there is Gothic glory in abundance: the
remarkable transverse arches, graceful piers supporting the structure
and marvellous misericords.

But outside, the west front causes us to stop and wonder. It was
begun in the early 13" century with the two towers completed some
200 years later. There were originally nearly 350 sculpted figures on
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the west front, some life size and others even larger. About half of
them have survived the ravages of time and religious change, and
even now the front presents a magnificent statement of Christian faith.
Few of the prophets and apostles at the lowest level remain. But
above we can see angels and biblical scenes, amid the whole
company of saints — martyrs, virgins, confessors and bishops. In the
centre are the Virgin and Child, then higher up the resurrection of the
dead, and even further up Christ in majesty. For all the effects of
iconoclasm, it is still an amazing creation. We can sense the vision of
the bishop and cathedral authorities, the skill of the master mason,
and the energy of what must have been a vast number of masons
who worked on these sculptures from 1215-1240. In the museum
nearby, the lower half of Christ in majesty is displayed, along with a
carving of the boy Jesus with the teachers in the temple. This glorious
west front of Wells cathedral draws us, like the child Jesus, to the
Father's home. As we look, we can hear our Lord himself saying,
‘Why even these stones will cry out glory in the highest heaven.’

CURTAINS MADE
DRESSMAKING AND ALTERATIONS

Reasonable Prices
All those sewing jobs you have been meaning to dorfages.

MOLLY : 020 8300 9942

D. M. Ceramics

We offer a professional, friendly andable service at competitive rates.
+ TILING

+ WALLPAPERING

+ COVING

+ ARTEXING

+ PAINTING & DECORATING - INTERIOR & EXTERIORNd more .....

call David Melville Tiler & Decorator
Telephone: 020 8306 3509 Mobile: 07989616318
Email: d.m.melville@ntlworld.com
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The following article is by the well known writer and broadcaster
Canon David Winter who is a former Head of Religious Broadcasting
at the BBC.

THE WAY | SEE IT:
RING OUT THE OLD, RING IN THE NEW

It's probably because I'm just a Grumpy Old Man, but | do find it hard
to see the point of ‘celebrating’ New Year. For me, the event has all
the stupendous excitement of the milometer in the car clicking over
from 39,999 to 40,000. Itisn’t the solstice or equinox. Nothing actually
happens. It doesn't commemorate anything, except that we're all that
much older, that much nearer a pension or the great retirement home
in the sky.

Nevertheless, whatever the weather, New Year always sees vast
crowds on the streets of our great cities, cheering, getting drunk and
dancing in the fountains of Trafalgar Square. Dark men for some
obscure reason carry bits of coal into neighbours’ houses, and people
who have no idea what the words mean, sing ‘Auld Lang Syne‘. So
what is it that they're celebrating?

Surely not 2011 and its miserable economic news, recession and
unemployment? Surely not, either, the remorseless tread of time. |
suspect in fact most of them have simply turned up for the party, or
perhaps it's not 2011 at all that they have in mind, but the new year,
2012 - hope triumphing over experience.

Of course the gloom of 2011 was lightened by personal highs - the
birth of a child or grand-child, perhaps, a marriage, a new friend. But
reason (and in my case long experience) tells me that 2012 will be
very much like 2011, but, hey, hope springs eternal.

So is it stupid, or pointless, or even wrong to celebrate the New Year?
No, of course not. Time is too serious, too important for us to take it
lightly. The Old Preacher in the Bible assures us that ‘for everything
there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven’. He sees
the passing of time as part of the way the Creation works - ‘God has
made everything suitable for its time; moreover, he has put a sense of
past and future into our minds’ (Ecclesiastes 3:11). Humans, in other
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words, have an understanding of past, present, future: we live in a
world with tenses. And he has done this ‘so that all should stand in
awe before him’. Time, a gift of God, is awesome, and its passage
deeply significant.

0 reason, then, not to mark the passing of the old year and the birth
of the new one, but every reason to recognise that we too are part of
the process, carried along by time’s tide but not helpless to make
choices. Some of those choices may change us, or our families, or our
neighbours during the coming year. Some may eventually change the
world.

In God’s purpose, there is no reason at all why 2012 has to be like
2011. Let the old year go, with all its memories, joys and hurts. And
turn to the new one with faith and prayer and - yes - hope. For myself,
definitely no freezing fountains, excess alcohol or lumps of coal. But
even this Grumpy Old Man will raise a glass, say a prayer, and watch
the clock tick past midnight into a brave new year.

' +.% -.
| #0, . )% 12'3
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5th January Simeon Stylites (390 — 459)

This hermit was about as weird as they come. But he loved God, and
God blessed him. So perhaps Simeon Stylites should be the patron saint
of all really eccentric people.

Simeon was the son of a shepherd on the Syrian border of Cilicia, He
joined a monastery near Antioch, where he practised mortifications and
penances that nearly killed him. When the abbot dismissed him in
disgust as crazy, Simeon moved on to Telanissos (nowadays Dair
Sem’an) and spent his first Lent there in a total fast. He was found
unconscious on Easter Day. After three years in that monastery he felt
life was too easy, and moved himself to the top of the nearby mountain,
where he chained himself to a rock. He began to be talked about, and
more and more people came to see him.

Simeon did not want their company, and so planned his escape: to the
top of a pillar. For the next four years he lived on top of a pillar that was
nine feet high. More people came by, and so Simeon in desperation
added to his pillar, until it grew to be 18 feet high. Still people came to
see him, and so three years later, Simeon built himself a real skyscraper
— a pillar 33 feet high, from the top of which he enjoyed 10 years of
comparative solitude.

Still people came to see him — both Christians and pagans, and so
Simeon decided to somehow to build a pillar that was 60 feet high and
six feet wide. Here he found peace and quiet, and so here he lived for
the last 20 years of his life. People still came to see him, and tried to
catch the ‘sacred’ lice that fell off his body. They enjoyed his twice daily
exhortations to everyone below. Even the odd emperor came by for a
look — Theodosius, Leo and Marcian.

A scholar has written of Simeon: “His preaching was practical, kindly,
and free from fanaticism. In an age of licentiousness and luxury he gave
unique and abiding witness to the need for penance and prayer; his way
of life provided a spectacle at once challenging, repulsive and
awesome.”

Simeon finally died and was buried at Antioch. Perhaps he would have
enjoyed the chance to take the plinth at Trafalgar Square!

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD PUZZLE

ACROSS: 1, Armour. 4, Twelve. 8, Ulric. 9, Imitate. 10, Lectern. 11, Trees.
12, Endurance. 17, Harem. 19, Newborn. 21, Divorce. 22, Erica. 23, Wisest.
24, Stoned. DOWN: 1, Aquila. 2, Miracle. 3, Uncle. 5, Written. 6, Leave.

7, Ever so. 9, Ignorance. 13, Damaris. 14, Erosion. 15, Shadow. 16, Onward.
18, Raves. 20, Wheat.
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St KENTIGERN

13" January

Kentigern (more often called by
his nickname Mungo, meaning
‘dear one’) was the son of a
pagan king who became a pupil in
St Serf's monastery in Fife,
Scotland.

St Mungo is the patron saint of
Glasgow, and he is famous for
many miracles, some of which are
illustrated on the city’'s coat of
arms. The rhyme goes:

Here is the bird that never flew
Here is the tree that never grew
Here is the bell that never rang
Here is the fish that never swam
The bird was Serf's pet robin,
which Mungo brought back to
life.The tree was a hazel branch
that he lit when the fire at the
monastery had gone out. The
bell was brought back from a visit
to Rome and Mungo helped the
Queen of Strathclyde find her lost
ring inside a salmon.

There is even the story of his
meeting the wizard, Merlin, who is
said to have become a Christian
and been baptised by Mungo.
Mungo died around 612AD and
his tomb is in the crypt of Glasgow
Cathedral.

FISH MAZE

It is not a salmon and there is no
ring hidden in it, but can you find
your way through this fish?

T —————

Where do fish wash?
In a river basin.

Why did the whale cross the
road?

To get to the other tide.

Where do little fishes go every
morning?

To plaice school.

What do you get from a bad-
tempered shark?

As far away as possible.
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IMPORTANT NOTICE

Advertisers and readers should be aware that an advertisement in
this magazine does not imply the Church recommends or endorses
the services being advertised.

ACCESSIBILITY NEEDS

If you are going to attend our church and you have accessibility needs
please let us know and we will be happy to make arrangements for
you. There is level access to both the church and hall and we have a
sound loop system and large print orders of service.

Please feel free to telephone the churchwardens who would be happy
to discuss the matter with you.

All Saints: Jayne Edinboro - 020 8300 5933
St James: Tina Hewett - 01322 273104

CHOIR
Director of Music: Reg Boulton
Practices Tuesday 7.45pm - 9.15pm
Venue alternates, see magazine
or church door

BELLS
Captain of Bells: Ros Farmer - 01689 857311
Practices Wednesday 8.00pm - 9.30pm

YOUTH AND CHILDREN
The Cross Crew:
Pam Sanders: 020 8304 8339
Sunday School:
Maxine Heath (St James): 020 8464 9448
Rachel Belk (All Saints): 020 8309 7025

Articles for publication to be e-mailed directly to the editor or forwarded to the
Parish Office. Please submit copy by 2nd Sunday of each month.
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MARQUEE HIRE

SOMETHING THAT THE ENGLISH WEATHER
CAN'T SPOIL.

GUARANTEED!

We cater for all your party needs.
From the barbecueto the ball.
Wedding to wake.

TABLES
DANCE FLOOR
LIGHTING
CHAIRS
HEATING AND
CATERING

—
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020 8304 8339
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