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Sunday Services  
   9.20am       Sunday School - All Saints - William Smith Memorial Hall (except 1st Sunday)  

   9.30am       Parish Eucharist - All Saints (except 1st Sunday ) 

 11.10am       Sunday School - St James - The Bothy (except 2nd Sunday) 

 11.15am       Parish Eucharist - St James (except 2nd Sunday) 

All Age Services  
   9.30am      All Saints (1st Sunday );        10.00am     St James  (2nd Sunday ) 

On the 5th Sunday in the month Joint Morning and Evening Services will be held alternately 

at All Saints and St James. Venues, and amendments, will be announced in the diary. 

Weekday Services  

                             Wednesday   9.30am    Holy Communion - St James 

                              Thursday    11.00am    Holy Communion - All Saints 

ST JAMES CHURCH and  THE BOTHY                                                                 8300 9377   
PARISH ADMINISTRATOR:    Margaret Macey, The William Smith Memorial Hall,  

                                                  Rectory Lane, Foots Cray, DA14 5BU                    8300 4343               

 admin@allsaintsandstjames.org.uk                      Website: www.allsaintsandstjames.org.uk                                

Please note: Monday is the Rector’s day off. Please  do not ’phone her on this 
day except in an emergency  

 PARISH STAFF   
Tele 

The Rector: The Revd Ann Uphill, The Rectory, Rectory Lane, Sidcup,  
DA14 5BP.                                            ann.uphill@tesco.net 

 
8300 7096 

Reader: Jayne Edinboro                              edinboro@btinternet.com  8309 1152  
Churchwardens: John Harrington (St James)           harribridge@hotmail.com 8300 8514 
 Tina Hewett (St James)              tina.hewett@btinternet.com 01322 273104 
 Sue Sauter (All Saints)                  sue.sauter@ntlworld.com 8306 2241 
 Pamela Horner (All Saints)    pamela@kingsleyhorner.co.uk 8302 1954 
Pastoral Assistants: Maureen Dell                                                                   

Sally Schepke  
01689 838934 
8302 5847 

Secretaries: Ros Farmer (All Saints)                                                  01689 857311 
 Derek Ford  (St James)               derek.ford1@ntlworld.com     01322 407479  
Treasurers, Freewill Derek Bearman (St James)                        delebe@aol.com 8302 3836 
& Covenant  Sec. Sam Edwards (All Saints)                    samwe@tiscali.co.uk                                              01689 838566 
Director of Music: Position vacant   
Sacristans: Derek Ford (St James)                derek.ford1@ntlworld.com 

Pamela Horner (All Saints) 
01322 407479 
8302 1954 

Choral Group: Peter Collins (St James) 83003797 
Bothy Manager: Wilma Ingelson-Cook (St James) wilma321@btinternet.com 8302 5524 
Churchyard Superintendent:  Please contact the Rector for Churchyard matters. 
All Saints Churchyard:  Ray & Francine Gull 8302 4061 
Child Protection  
Officers: 

Maxine Heath (St James) 
Tricia Lyall (All Saints)                                               

8464 9448 
01322 527352 

Mothers Union: Vi Bailey  (St James) 8309 7440 
Editor: Steve Blake                          sblakemagazine@ntlworld.com 8300 4343 
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WHAT LIES BENEATH? 
 
As I’m writing this, everything is covered by a blanket of snow 
– the garden looks beautiful and the snow is covering up all 
those untidy parts of the garden that I never got around to 
tidying up this year – no matter how messy everything is 
underneath, to outward appearances, everything in the 
garden looks lovely. Of course, it’s not much fun when we’re 

trying to get around, or when fresh snow falls on top of the ice and 
makes driving or walking so hazardous, but it is lovely to look at. 
Looks can be deceptive though.  
As we get close again to Lent, this snowy scene should perhaps 
remind us that not everything in our lives is perhaps as it appears on 
the surface. A bit like the snow, our lives may appear pristine and 
pretty, but underneath, there are all sorts of things going on, things 
which are waiting unseen to trip us up, underlying issues which we 
need to resolve, baggage which we carry around with us and which 
perhaps not even we are aware of until it catches us out or we slip 
over on it - rather as the snow can hide hazards which trip us up or 
cause us to slip and fall.  
Perhaps Lent is the time for reviewing our lives and trying to see what 
lies beneath outward appearances – for thinking about some of the 
issues we have in our lives. It may not be easy to deal with them once 
they come to light, rather as the snow when it thaws is messy and 
again exposes those things we might rather have left covered up, but 
perhaps Lent is an opportunity to bring them before God so that he 
can help us to address them. During Lent of course, we remember the 
time that Jesus spent in the wilderness before he began his ministry, 
being tempted by the devil to satisfy his own needs rather than fulfil 
the role God had planned for him, to test God or to choose power or 
sensationalism instead of his destiny as our Saviour. Perhaps he 
wrestled with issues that were beneath the surface for him, but he 
faced them and dealt with them as we must try to during this time of 
contemplation and preparation. 
         Ann 
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LESLIE EASTON & CO. LTD 

 

DOUBLE GLAZING  *  ALUMINIUM WINDOWS 
PATIO DOORS  *  MIRRORS  *  LEADED LIGHTS 

PICTURE FRAMING  *  POLISHING 
GLASS OF ANY DESCRIPTION CUT TO SIZE 

5 - 7 HOLLYTREE PARADE, SIDCUP HILL, FOOTS CRAY, KENT.   
Telephone: 020 8300 3955 & 020 8300 9345  

 

TO ALL AT “ALL SAINTS” 
 
First of all – A belated Happy Christmas & New Year! 
We would like to apologise for not having the time to come and say 
a proper goodbye, but one second we had all the time in the world, 
and the next thing we knew – the move was upon us. So here in 
writing are a few of the things we would like to have said in 
person..... 
Thank you to each and every one of you for making us so welcome 
into the community.  Never have we felt such warmth and 
belonging.  We are so glad that we chose All Saints as our Church.  
We will miss you all dearly. 
Some of you really stick out to us being so kind and welcoming – 
and we thank you for that!  We are sure you know who you are!! 
Also thanks to all those that helped with the birth of my boys and for 
those that helped us keep them quiet during the Sunday services. 
You saved them from being gagged!! Ha Ha. 
We will be sure to visit each time we return to England. 
So here we are sending our love from Spain.   
Sue Sauter has our address – so please stay in touch and feel free 
to visit anytime. 
Lots of Love  -Amy, Paul, Ralph and Ronnie Joyce. 
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THE BOTHY 

Are you looking for a small hall for a function? 

The Bothy (in St James Church Grounds) has all the facilities 
you need and can seat 35 people.  

If you need further information please contact  

Wilma Ingelson-Cook  (The Bothy Manager)  

on 020 8302 5524 

 

CHRISTMAS AFTERNOON TEA AT THE BOTHY 
  
December 13 may seem some time ago but the occasion remains 
vivid in my memory.  

The warm atmosphere of the Bothy and the welcome drink on arrival 
was just the beginning of what was going to prove an enjoyable 
afternoon.  The overall view of the tables was so "eye catching" as 
they had been tastefully decorated with festive tablecloths, serviettes, 
plates, candles and crackers.   

Prior to tea we were entertained by three singers, being members of 
the Dartford Amateur Operatic and Dramatic Society, who performed 
songs from musicals. (It was obvious from their singing that the 
standard of DAODS is very high.)  Then tea was served together with 
a generous variety of food including home-made Christmas cake.  In 
order to keep us amused, whilst eating and in conversation with 
others at the table, a Christmas quiz of 14 questions was included in 
the printed programme.  

Part 2 of the afternoon was the singing of carols interspersed with 
readings (one or two hilarious) and ending with a closing prayer.   

I hope that reading this article will convey how the amount of thought 
and organisation resulted in such a delightful afternoon.  Thank you to 
all those who made it so.  

       Gladys Mustoe 
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From The Ven Dr Paul Wright 

Archdeacon of Bromley & Bexley 
 

The snow has managed to slow down quite dramatically the beginning 
of this 'New Year'.  Now for the activists among you, this will be deeply 
frustrating, but whatever our temperament the opportunity to think 
about what we do in our lives and then the pace at which we follow 
through those ideas is really important.  If we rush into things we may 
get them wrong, and if we leave things for too long the value of that 
opportunity may have passed. 

As Christians we need to be checking out with our Heavenly Father 
just  what is expected of us at any given time, whether it be the hour, 
the day, the month or the year.  Sometimes it will be very obvious and 
clear, and we shall follow it through with a good heart and be content.  
There are other times when everything seems to be full of 
uncertainties, and that can undermine our confidence to make 
decisions or reach out in faith.  We may not know what the future 
holds, but we do know who holds the future.  For  me that is a deeply 
comforting thought, but one which I tend to ignore at my peril. 

The past year for the Christian communities at North Cray and Foots 
Cray  has been something of a mixed bag.  With your Rector, Ann, 
struggling with ill health, some of the usual patterns that you have 
been used to have been disturbed.  Furthermore, the leadership which 
so often goes unnoticed when  a parish priest gets on and does their 
job has not been so clearly defined. Nevertheless a good number of 
folk, including the churchwardens, have got  on and made sure that 
the life of the church has continued to flourish.  We  say in the 
Eucharistic services that 'we are the body of Christ': this simple 
statement actually expresses a very deep and complex view of what it 
means to be church.  No one person is the church, whether that be a 
lay person  or the ordained cleric - it is together, under the headship of 
Christ, that  the church is one.  

Who knows what this coming year will bring for you and the church  
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ACCESSIBILITY NEEDS   

If you are going to attend our church and you have accessibility needs 
please let us know and we will be happy to make arrangements for 
you. There is level access to both the church and hall and we have a 
sound loop system and large print orders of service. 
Please feel free to telephone the churchwardens who would be happy 
to discuss the matter with you.  
 

All Saints: Pamela Horner - 020 8302 1954 
Sue Sauter - 020 8306 2241      

St James: Tina Hewett - 01322 273104 
John Harrington - 020 8300 8514 

that you attend (occasionally or regularly).  One thing is certain, it 
seems to me, and that is that worship, teaching, pastoral care, the 
occasional offices (baptisms, weddings and funerals) and the social 
life that is organised, will continue.  The interesting question is the 
'how?'  I have every confidence that the communities will flourish at 
both St. James and All Saints.  The context in which that flourishing 
will take place may be changing.  

I leave you with that lovely prayer that comes from Compline (Book of 
Common Prayer version): 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     God bless, 

     Paul 

      Ven Dr Paul Wright 

      Archdeacon of Bromley & Bexley 

Be present, O merciful God, and protect us 
through the silent hours of this night, so that we, 
who are wearied by the changes and chances of 
this fleeting world, may repose upon thy eternal 
changelessness; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Amen. 
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NEWS FROM THE CHURCHWARDENS, ALL SAINTS 
 

The New Year did not start very well for some of our 
congregation, with Sally losing her mother at the 
end of December and Ann her father in the first 
week of January.  Also some were taken ill, Jean 
Fogden and Jean Tyrwhitt-Drake to name but two, 
but they are now making good progress. Others we 
know continue to battle with illness and they remain 
in our thoughts. 

Hopefully as we write this the snow is behind us and travel and getting 
around is better than it was in the first two weeks of January.  Many of 
us can recall such weather previously but it always seems to catch us 
unaware.  But some of it did look beautiful and the meadows were 
particularly eye catching. 
We said goodbye to Rev, Pat Percival in January and wish her well. 
As February starts, we look to Lent and all that entails for us as a 
congregation and preparations for Easter. The Lent lunches will be an 
aspect of the lent period and the venues for these can be found 
further in the magazine. 
The planned All Saints got Talent has been postponed until later in the 
Spring. The fund raising team are looking at other events spread over 
the year and will keep you informed. 
We continue to support Ann as she continues to suffer ill health, and 
look to all of the members of All Saints to help where they can. We 
would like to thank our Archdeacon Paul Wright for his ongoing 
support to the Churchwardens and to Ann, during this time. Also to 
Nicky Teverson, who has helped in the services over the past weeks 
and will continue to do so when she can. 
 
       God Bless 
       Pamela & Sue 
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D.M. CERAMICS 

 

   Brighten up your home with new: 
 

  TILES.. Bathroom / Kitchen 
  DECORATING.. Inside and out 

  ARTEXING.. Pattern of your choice 
 

   Call David on: 020 8306 3509 / 07989616318 
E-mail: d.m.melville@ntlworld.com 
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PLEASE LET THE HOSTS KNOW IF YOU ARE ATTENDING  

AS THIS WILL HELP IN TERMS OF CATERING  

 DATE HOST VENUE  CONTACT 

23rd February  Pam Sanders 49 Shirley Avenue - Bexley 020       
8304 8339 

 3rd March   Heather Mace 23 Goodwin Drive - Sidcup 020       
8300 5933 

11th March Sue Sauter    7 Orchard Road - Sidcup 020       
8306 2241 

19th March Jenny Malster 36 High Beeches - North Cray 020       
8302 4394 

27th March Sam & Viola  4 The Landway  - St Pauls Cray 01689 
838566 
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ST JAMES’ CHURCHWARDENS REPORT 
 

Well it was certainly a cold start to the New Year with 
snow and ice affecting attendance at the church.  It 
was certainly touch and go with regard to attending 
‘Snow White’ at the Erith Playhouse on Saturday 9th 
January, but having braved the elements it was well 
worth it. Not only did the children enjoy themselves 
but so did the adults. 

Our thanks must go to Derek Bearman for taking the 
Service of the Word on 27th December and to Gill Green for stepping 
in and playing for the All Age Service on 10th January. Having 
provided the music for the All Age Service for many years, the Choral 
Group decided to make December’s service their last. They will be 
greatly missed and our thanks go to all the members who have 
provided music for many other events, services and fund raising 
events over the years as well as the All Age Services. Gill and Viola 
will be alternating to provide the music for the All Age Services which 
are well attended, even in the most inclement of conditions. 

We must also offer our thanks to the Reverend Pat who will be leaving 
us for pastures new. We would like to wish her every success and 
happiness and thank her for all of her hard work on our behalf. Pat’s 
last service with us was on 17th January. 
Although it seems that 2010 has started where 2009 finished off, with 
bad weather, ill health, bereavement and departures- we should take 
heed of Jayne Edinboro’s talk at the All Age Service on 10th January. 
Although Pat and the Choral Group have left, we now have the 
opportunity to try out new things and explore the talents hidden within 
our own congregation.  Jayne said that we take a positive outlook on 
2010 and should take 3 things into the New Year- a song in our hearts 
(something I can personally relate to), a star to follow (a goal that we 
can reach for and achieve) and a Saviour to follow (something that 
hopefully we can all relate to). Perhaps our goal for this year should 
be a joint one, to ensure that St James’ Church should not only  
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continue, but should embrace its own congregation and expand to 
embrace the wider community. It would be nice to see a thriving 
Sunday School, because with children come families and a more 
secure future for the church. Our church family has so much to offer; 
this can be seen in the efforts taken by all sides to ensure that new 
people to the church are welcomed, and included, before, during and 
after the service. 

We would welcome any suggestions on services, fund raising and out 
reach because united we stand, divided we fall. Our church and its 
community has so much to offer- it would be nice to see more people 
benefit from it. 

       God bless us all 

       John and Tina 
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BONUS BALL  
 
I seem to have got a bit behind in publishing the winning Bonus Ball 
winners. The winning numbers and winners for the last ten weeks are 
as follows:

 
As you all know by now we have stopped doing the Bonus Ball. I think 
it had run its course.  In the next magazine I hope to be able to give 
you all a final summary of the amount of money that this scheme has 
raised. At the time of going to print some people were still owing their 
monies so it is hard to do a final round up. Many thanks to everybody 
who supported this scheme. It is now back to the drawing board to try 
and think of a new and innovative way of making funds. If anyone has 
any bright ideas please let me know. 
 
Jam Jars 
These are slowly trickling in. If you saved your 50p pieces last year in 
a jam jar, now is the time to be returning them. 
 
Large Jar  
As promised, the large jar was removed from church on 31st 
December and very carefully counted up by Ray and Francine. To our 
amazement it contained £105.28, one trolley token, one button and 21  

DATE WINNING NUMBER WINNER 

October 17 3 SUE SAUTER 

October 24 3 SUE SAUTER 

October 31 49 NO WINNER 

November 7 47 FRANCINE 

November 14 38 BARBARA BUTCHER 

November 21 35 SARAH PALLET 

November 28 8 NO WINNER 

December 5 12 RUBY WARKE 

December 12 4 CHRIS GODFREY 

December 19 35 SARAH PALLET 
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Full eye examinations : Glaucoma screening: Contact lenses. 
Complete spectacles from £35 (including standard S/V lenses). 
Frames from budget to designer names. 
Sight test free for over 60’s, children, income support and other NHS. 
VDU screening : Safety spectacles : Magnifiers : Designer sunglasses. 
��������	�
	�	�
����������

���������  

�
����������������  

foreign coins! Thank you very much to everybody who put something 
in the jar. It really is amazing how the pennies add up. The jar has 
now been placed back in its usual position ready to receive more 
loose change and will be counted again in six months time. 
 
Christmas Hamper  
After weeks of filling the hamper it was time to draw the winning ticket 
after the morning service on 20th December . It was won by Jane 
Redmayne  (a neighbour of Francine). The second prize, six bottles of 
mixed wines, was won by Michael Cahill (Francine’s dentist who lives 
in Bolton). The third prize, a large tin of sweets, was won by Pam 
Sanders. We are indebted to Francine for all her ticket sales. Thanks 
very much to her efforts the Christmas Draw made a wonderful 
amount of money - £439.40. Thanks are also due you to everybody 
else who bought raffle tickets . 
            
        Sally Schepke 
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PLEASE NOTE: THE FUN AND FELLOWSHIP GROUP MEET EVER Y 4TH 
TUESDAY OF THE  MONTH FROM 2.00 - 4.00PM IN THE BOTHY  
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ALL SAINTS ALL SAINTS   
SUNDAY SCHOOLSUNDAY SCHOOL  

  

SUNDAY SCHOOL IS HELSUNDAY SCHOOL IS HELD D   
  

EVERY SUNDAY DURING EVERY SUNDAY DURING   
TERMTERM--TIMETIME  

  
EXCEPT THE FIRST SUNDAY OF EXCEPT THE FIRST SUNDAY OF 

EVERY MONTHEVERY MONTH  
  

AT  9.30AMAT  9.30AM  
WILLIAM SMITH MEMORIAL HALLWILLIAM SMITH MEMORIAL HALL  

  
EVERYONE AGE 2EVERYONE AGE 2--9 9   

ARE ARE   
WELCOMEWELCOME  

  
CONTACT RACHEL BELK CONTACT RACHEL BELK   

ON ON 020 8309 7025  
FOR MORE DETAILS                    
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St James Church, North Cray 
 
 

RACE NIGHT 
�

at 
 

The William Smith Memorial Hall 

Rectory Lane, Foots Cray 

on 
 

Saturday 6th March 2010 

at 6.30pm (1st Race at 7.00 pm) 

  
Tickets at £7.50  

 
(includes a Fish & Chip Supper)  

 
are available from 

Tina Hewett (01322 273104) or at Church 
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The Window Surgeon 

 
 

Window repairs, handles, locks, hinges, 
patio rollers & replacement double glazing units 

 

Tel: 0845 2707702       Mobile: 07885975324  

 
 

Do You Want To Celebrate An Anniversary, 
Run A Bazaar, Or  A Jumble Sale? 

The William  Smith Memorial  Hall 
Rectory Lane, Foots Cray 

is the ideal place to hold such a Function 

For Details Contact The Administrator, The Parish Office 
William Smith Memorial Hall, Rectory Lane, 

Foots Cray,  DA14 5BU 
Telephone: 020 8300 4343 

 

  
ANTHONY  
HAIR FASHIONS 

 

  8 Lewis Road, Sidcup, DA14 4NA 
020  8300 6249 

Blow Drying, Styling,  
Perming & Colouring  

                                 OAP DISCOUNT TUES & WED 
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Independent research shows ‘faith schools’ promote community 
cohesion and equality   

Secondary schools with a religious foundation contribute significantly and 
substantially more to the promotion of community cohesion and the 
provision of equality of opportunity for students than other schools, 
according to the results of an academic study of recent Ofsted inspection 
data. 

The data indicates “clear evidence that Faith schools were awarded 
substantially higher inspection gradings for promoting community cohesion 
than Community schools,” according to Professor Jesson.  

In his research paper, Professor Jesson comments: “This finding ... runs 
completely counter to those who have argued that because faith schools 
have a distinctive culture reflecting their faith orientation and are 
responsible for their admissions that they are ‘divisive’ and so contribute to 
greater segregation amongst their communities. This is clearly not 
supported by this most recent Ofsted inspection evidence.” 

Archbishop Welcomes Fairtrade Kit Kat  

The Archbishop of York, Dr John Sentamu, has praised the recent launch 
of  the Fairtrade Kit Kat at Nestle's factory in York.  Dr Sentamu said:  "I 
can remember two years ago saying that Nestle should make their 
chocolate Fairtrade, and many people in York stood up to support the 
campaign for Fairtrade justice. So when I heard that Nestle was making Kit 
Kat Fairtrade, I simply said 'Wow!'  It goes to show that people can make a 
difference. 

"I have visited the workers at the co-operative in the Ivory Coast who will 
benefit from Kit Kat four-finger bar becoming Fairtrade, and I know that this 
is a real step forward in giving them the justice, recognition and pay they 
deserve.  

"The next step is to make all other produce Fairtrade where possible – in 
particular my own favourite, the Yorkie!...In the Ivory Coast, Nestle has 
invested heavily in a research centre for delivering millions of high quality 
cocoa trees, which also has the potential to develop millet, sorghum, 
cassava and coffee. This is breath-taking for all concerned. Fairtrade 
Yorkie – here we come!" 
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Our future clergy... at least,  in the Church of En gland  

Ever wonder how many clergy there are out there, and what the future may 
hold?  Some recent figures can give us an idea:  In 2008, another 490 
candidates were accepted to train in the C of E.  That meant there were 
then 1411 in training, in all. 

Also in 2008,   574 new clergy were ordained into the Anglican church.  Of 
those, 321 were entering full-time paid ministry.  But the number of 
retirements also remained high.  This meant overall a loss of 112 full-time 
paid clergy.    

All in all,  by the  end of 2008, there were some 28,000 licensed and 
authorised ministers, ordained and lay, active in the Church of England. 

Since 2000, the proportion of those under 30 years of age recommended 
for training has increased slightly - to 17 per cent. The C of E wants to 
further encourage young vocations to the priesthood.  
‘Back to Church’ Sunday 2009: a warm welcome for 82 ,000 people 
across UK  
This annual initiative for getting people back into the habit of church-going 
is certainly gaining pace. The Church of England churches welcomed back 
53,000 people on Back to Church Sunday 2009, which was an astonishing 
71 per cent increase on 2008.   
All in all, in churches across the UK, more than 80,000 people ‘came back’ 
to church on that Sunday in September last year. 
Getting religion right is crucial for BBC to meet i ts public duty, says 
Church  

A proper portrayal of religion that reflects and explores the factors giving 
people's lives purpose should form an explicit part of the BBC's 
requirement to "sustain citizenship and civil society", argues the Church of 
England in its recent response to a BBC Trust consultation on BBC 
Television.  

The Church calls for the BBC Trust to consider amending their television 
channels' service licences "to give explicit recognition to the fact that 
religious issues are a matter of general public interest and not just the 
concern of the religious" It also says that the BBC's Public Purpose of 
"reflecting Britain to the world and the world to Britain" should explicitly 
recognise the significance of religion as part of news and current affairs 
output, and should be supported by adequate specialist knowledge within 
the Corporation. The submission, signed by the Rt Revd Nigel McCulloch, 
the Church of England's lead spokesman on media issues, is in response 
to a consultation being held by the BBC Trust into the performance of BBC 
One, BBC Two and BBC Four against the channels' respective Service 
Licences, and to inform their future strategy. 
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GOD IN THE ARTS 
 
The Rev Michael Burgess continues his series on God in the Arts with 
‘‘The Baptism of Christ’ by Piero della Francesca.  It now hangs in the 
National Gallery in London.   You can see a copy of the painting at a 
number of sites, including:  http://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/paintings/
piero-della-francesca-the-baptism-of-christ 
 
‘This is my Son, the beloved’  
Birds abound in scripture: the raven feeding Elijah; the eagle, a sign of 
God’s power, in Job; the swallow, a sign of the faithful Jew longing for the 
temple, in the Psalms;  the hens and sparrows in our Lord’s teaching; and 
the cockerel, marking out Peter’s betrayal. This month we focus on the 
dove, and we might think of Noah releasing the dove, which returns with an 
olive branch after the Flood, or Mary and Joseph offering a pair of turtle 
doves at the Presentation. But I imagine that most of us will think of the 
dove at the baptism of Jesus, marking out his uniqueness as God’s Son, 
the beloved. 
‘The Baptism of Christ’ was painted by one of the greatest Italian artists of 
the Renaissance, Piero della Francesca. Piero died in 1492, and this 
Baptism was painted around 1450. It was commissioned by the Priory of 
San Sepolcro as part of a triptych. The two outer panels were completed 
by other artists, and this work now stands alone in the National Gallery in 
London. All his paintings convey a sense of majesty and mystery, no more 
so than in this portrayal of our Lord’s baptism.  
Piero was also a mathematician, and so proportion and perspective are 
vital ingredients. We can see the tall figure of Jesus balancing the slender 
tree by his side. The background is as vividly painted as the foreground 
with terraced hills and the stream that provides the clear, pure water for 
baptism.  The most ornate figures are the Jewish high priests, who stand in 
that background, their sumptuous robes blending into the distance. Piero 
draws our eyes towards the half-naked man at the side and more 
importantly Jesus in the centre of the canvas – signs of purity and humility 
before God. 
The Gospels stress the baptism as a unique, special moment in history 
when Jesus was blessed by God as he chose to identify himself with us, 
becoming one with humanity. And so his feet are firmly on the ground in 
the painting – partly to echo a legend that the waters stopped flowing when 
John baptised him, but also, I think, to show that he was one with us in our  
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world. He has the face of a rough, Tuscan farmer.  
The angels at the side tell us that for all its humanity, this is an important 
happening. The painting itself yearns upwards with the tall figures of Jesus 
and John the Baptist, the over-arching tree and the blue sky. The dove 
hovers over Jesus in the brightness of this new morning in history. Jesus is 
at prayer as God bestows on him the gift of the Holy Spirit and the grace of 
a new day.  
The Spirit descending like a dove in Piero’s painting proclaims the 
uniqueness of Jesus in his relationship with the Father. But it is also is a 
moment that marks out a new path in his life when Jesus walks away from 
the stream and into our lives – one with us and one for us. We celebrate 
this moment on the second Sunday of this month, when we shall also give 
thanks for our own baptism, which marked our lives as one with Jesus. 
Martin Luther would tell his flock when they were down at heart and unsure 
of the way ahead to say to themselves, ‘I am baptised.’ He meant that 
baptism brings affirmation and a new heart. After baptism life can never be 
the same again: a new world of opportunity and potential opens out before 
us as we walk through life with our Lord. Piero tells us of that moment in 
the life of Jesus when a new day dawned and he walked out of the canvas 
and into our world. 

 

HOME:     0208 855 1193 
MOBILE:   0791 730 1851 
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FEBRUARY CROSSWORD PUZZLE  
 
Across 
 
  8 Interrogated (Acts 12:19) (5-8) 
  9 ‘Burn it in a wood fire on the — heap’ (Leviticus 4:12) (3) 
10 Tobit, Judith, Baruch and the books of Esdras and the 
     Maccabees are part of it (9) 
11 Science fiction (abbrev.) (3-2) 
13 Clay pit (anag.) (7) 
16 Went to (John 4:46) (7) 
19 ‘Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy,  
     to — your bodies as living sacrifices’ (Romans 12:1) (5) 
22 David’s plea to God concerning those referred to in 14 Down: 
     ‘On — — let them escape’ (Psalm 56:7) (2,7) 
24 Royal Automobile Club (1,1,1) 25 How the book of Ezekiel 
     refers to God more than 200 times (Ezekiel 2:4) (9,4) 
 
Down 
 
  1 Seas (Proverbs 8:24) (6) 
  2 One of the sons of Eli the priest, killed in battle by the 
     Philistines (1 Samuel 4:11) (6) 
  3 Specialist in the study of the Muslim religion (8) 
  4 ‘Do not rebuke an older man harshly, but — him as if he were 
     your father’ (1 Timothy 5:1) (6) 
  5 One of Esau’s grandsons (Genesis 36:11) (4) 
  6 Taking a chance (colloq.) (2,4) 
  7 God’s instructions to the Israelites concerning grain offerings: 
    ‘ — salt to — your offerings’ (Leviticus 2:13) (3,3) 
12 Confederation of British Industry (1,1,1) 
14 ‘All day long they twist my words; they are always — to harm 
     me’ (Psalm 56:5) (8) 
15 The crowd’s reaction to Jesus bringing back to life a widow’s 
     son in Nain (Luke 7:16) (3) 
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16 Disappear (Psalm 104:35) (6) 
17 How Jeremiah was likely to die if he wasn’t rescued from the 
    cistern where he was imprisoned (Jeremiah 38:9) (6) 
18 What the prophets do to a wall, with whitewash (Ezekiel 
    13:10, RSV) (4,2) 
20 Made by a plough (Job 39:10) (6) 
21 Noah was relieved when the flood waters continued to — 
    (Genesis 8:5) (6) 
23 Jesus gave the Twelve the power and authority to do this to 
     diseases (Luke 9:1) (4) 
       (Solutions on page 30) 
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ST JAMES THE LEAST OF ALL 

 
 
On why pews are better than chairs 
 
The Rectory 
St. James the Least 

 
My dear Nephew Darren 
 
While it was good to see you when you visited us last Sunday, your 
casual suggestion to our churchwardens that chairs would be far more 
comfortable than our pews was not well received. You must 
remember that significant numbers in any congregation firmly believe 
that the more uncomfortable they are, the holier they must be. Pews, 
generally designed several centuries ago when legs were shorter and 
bottoms smaller, are conducive neither to comfort nor sleep - although 
Colonel Marchington achieves the latter unerringly every Sunday 
within minutes of arrival.  
At least with pews, parishioners can make some pretence at kneeling, 
adopting that peculiar crouch only ever seen in church life. Attempt 
that with chairs and you are assured of sending the one in front sliding 
across the floor with a shriek any banshee would be proud of. Chairs 
may be all very well in your own church, so you can create space for 
the delights of liturgical dance and baby clinics, but we prefer 
something more immovable. Little Miss Thripp has, over the years, 
created something of a nest where she sits, quietly bringing in 
cushions, travelling rugs and her own supply of books and 
peppermints – although we did have to draw the line at the primus 
stove, since it encouraged Major Hoare to install a drinks cabinet in 
his pew.  
Pews, unlike rows of chairs, also create territorial behaviour. If a 
visitor should sit in a pew where regulars have sat for the last 50 
years, it is regarded as if it were the invasion of Poland. One innocent 
family once chose the pew where generations of the Psmith family 
have sat since dinosaurs roamed the land. The Psmiths had no 
intention of ceding territory peacefully and so for the whole of Mattins, 
one pew which should have held 6 people sat 9. When they stood to  
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sing, the line exploded into the aisles on both sides, returning to their 
compressed state, necessitating staggered shallow breathing, when 
re-seated.  
I will concede, however, that we made one mistake some years ago 
when the pews were re-varnished without having been fully cleaned 
first. The result is that every time the congregation stands, the organ 
is drowned out by the sound of tearing, while coats and jackets 
reluctantly part company with wood.  
No, your congregation may relax in the luxury of padded chairs, but 
we will stoutly maintain our holy discomfort. 
 
 
Your loving uncle, 
 
Eustace 
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Encountered: Meeting God in Ordinary Places - A Len t Course 
By Claire Benton-Evans,  Kevin Mayhew, £8.99  
This Lent course explores the ordinary places of the Easter story in which 
the extraordinary events of Jesus’ life, death and resurrection occurred.  
The five sessions and accompanying meditations lead you to examine 
the reality of these places which Jesus knew so well, and engage with the 
Gospel stories in a fresh, informed and imaginative way. You will be 
encouraged to look at the ordinary places of your own life, and rediscover 
them as places in which you may meet the living God.  Above all, this 
course leads you on a shared journey through the Easter story towards a 
deeper understanding of Christ’s sacrifice and the joy which is ours on 
Easter Day.  
The Gospel in the Willows:  
Forty Meditations Inspired by The Wind in the Willo ws 
By Leslie J Francis,  Darton, Longman & Todd, £5.95  
This beautiful book, which may be used as a daily devotional through 
Lent or any other period of the year, reopens Kenneth Grahame’s classic 
children’s novel The Wind in the Willows for a new audience. Combining 
a daily reading from the literary classic with a gospel passage, a short 
meditation by Leslie Francis and a prayer, The Gospel in the Willows 
takes us on a journey through the Christian life, exploring themes such as 
The Call, Shaking the Dust, Finding Acceptance, Divided Loyalties, Real 
Repentance, Facing Temptation, The Lost Son and Accepting Release.  
Creative Ideas for Quiet Corners  
By Lynn Chambers, BRF, £6.99  
It is a misconception that children do not appreciate a time and space to 
be quiet and to reflect. In her book ‘Creative Ideas for Quiet Corners’ 
Lynn Chambers recognizes this and has outlined 14 visual prayer ideas 
for quiet moments with children.  Each suggestion come with ideas to 
create a special area and activities that will help children, and adults to 
engage in reflection at their own level of quietness and prayer. No 
formula is offered but easy to set-up ideas that will facilitate times of quiet 
and reflection for all ages. 
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CURTAINS MADE 
DRESSMAKING AND ALTERATIONS 

Reasonable Prices 
 

All those sewing jobs you have been meaning to do for ages. 
 

M.E. RIDOUT : 020 8300 9942 

 
W. UDEN & SONS LTD  

      

INDEPENDENT FAMILY OWNED  
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

 

THE FAMILY BUSINESS THAT STILL OFFERS A PERSONAL SE RVICE 

64 HIGH STREET, SIDCUP 
 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST    -    MONUMENTAL MASONS 
 

Telephone: 020 8300 2002                                    24 hour service        
     

BRANCHES IN SOUTH-EAST LONDON, PETTS WOOD AND  
BIGGIN HILL 

Walking with Jesus through Lent and Easter:  
A 'Visual Pilgrimage' for Families and Churches 
By Murray McBride , Barnabas,   £11.99 
Walking with Jesus though Lent and Easter is designed to help adults 
and children to prepare for Easter together by entering a 'visual 
pilgrimage' - a spiritual exploration through Lent that culminates with the 
celebration of Easter. Each creative and thought-provoking reflection 
invites adults and children to share the journey at their own level by 
making a special time in the day to reflect on the Easter story. As we 
prayerfully join Jesus on a spiritual journey, we may pause a while and 
consider not only the choices set before Jesus but the choices that we 
make in life.  
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SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD PUZZLE 
ACROSS: 
8, Cross-examined. 9, Ash. 10, Apocrypha. 11, Sci-fi. 13, Typical. 16, Visited. 
19, Offer. 22, No account. 24, RAC. 25, Sovereign Lord.  
DOWN: 
1, Oceans. 2, Hophni. 3, Islamist. 4, Exhort. 5, Omar. 6, On spec. 7, Add all. 
12, CBI. 14, Plotting. 15, Awe. 16, Vanish. 17, Starve. 18, Daub it. 20, 
Furrow. 21, Recede. 23, Cure. 

 

Statistic of the month:  more churches in London! 
 
Between 1998 and 2005 the number of churches in England dropped 
slightly, from 37,700 to 37,500, less than 1% of the total.  This was at a 
time when church attendance dropped 15%, which simply means that the 
average congregation became smaller. 

However, the number of churches would have declined much more had 
closures not been compensated by openings of new churches, especially 
in London, where the number went from 3,800 to 4,100, a huge 
increase.  This was due almost entirely to the huge increase in 
Pentecostal churches which include most if not all of the Black Majority 
independent churches in the capital.   

But churches of other ethnicities also grew in London – the Chinese, the 
Korean, the Japanese, the Croatian, the Tamil, the Estonian, the French, 
the Hungarian, the Danish, the Icelandic, and many, many 
more.  Immigrants coming to the UK invariably come to London.  If you 
had to struggle with English from Monday to Saturday you would prefer to 
go to a church on the Sunday where everyone spoke your native 
tongue!    

London wasn’t the only part of the country where there were more 
churches opening than closing.  The other great metropolitan area, the 
West Midlands, also saw three more churches open than close – which 
out of a total of 3,800 churches in 2005 isn’t much change.  The reason, 
however, that its numbers didn’t drop as they did everywhere else in the 
country was the same as in London, a huge increase in the number of 
churches, especially Pentecostal, where non-white people go to church. 

The increase in the black Pentecostal churches is therefore especially 
important.  Currently 17% of English churchgoers come from non-white 
backgrounds – 10% black and 7% others.  If their rate of growth 
continues then by 2015 the total non-white attenders could be 26% of the 
total – 16% black and 10% others. 
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HOLLYTREE PHARMACY 

OPEN 9.00am - 9.00pm 
MONDAY - SATURDAY 

Free Prescription Collection & Delivery Service 
 

COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF  PHARMACEUTICAL SERVICES INCLUDING:- 

* Domiciliary Oxygen Service *  
* Pregnancy Testing *  

* Surgical Supplies - Colostomy, Urostomy, etc. *  
* Appliances etc for the Elderly and Disabled * 

 
Ask an Expert 

Ask your Pharmacist for Advice 
AZIM ADATIA BSc (HONS) MRPHARMS  

Telephone: 020 8300 6857 
2 Hollytree Parade, Sidcup Hill, Foots Cray 

 
231 HIGH STREET  BRI  INZ 

TEL: 020 8460 1720 

 
332 CROFTON ROAD BR6 8NW 

  TEL: 01689 853277 

BOUNDARY PLACE, SEVENOAKS RD BR6    
 TEL: 01689 875116 

 
87 THE WALNUTS BR6 OTW 

TEL: 01689 823777 

 
48 HIGH STREET DA14 6EH 

TEL:  020 8300 4661 

 
· Telephone quotes available 
· International repatriation specialists 

 
· Memorial advice and products 
· Pre-paid Funeral Plans 

 Part of Dignity plc. A British company 
www.dignityfunerals.co.uk  

Members of the National Association of Funeral Dire ctors 

and over 50 other associated branch locations throu ghout South and S-E London 
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22nd February         Margaret of Cortona c. 1247- 97 
 

Margaret was born the daughter of a small farmer in Tuscany way back in 
1247.  Her mother died in her childhood, and a jealous step-mother moved 
in, who distanced her from her father’s love.  Lonely and vulnerable, 
Margaret was then seduced by a knight of Montepulcians.  He did not offer 
marriage, and so she lived as his mistress for nine years, hanging on to the 
only affection she had ever known.  She even bore him a son.   Then one 
day her knight was murdered by persons unknown. Margaret’s life was in 
crisis. 

What happened next seems to indicate that Margaret was desperate to ‘put 
her life right’, in the only way she knew how.   She gave away the riches 
that the knight had left her, and returned to her father and step-mother,  
humbly seeking forgiveness and reconciliation.  They, who had let her down 
in the first place,  slammed the door in her face.   Margaret then sought out 
the Franciscans, and became a penitent.  She was desperate for kindness, 
forgiveness and peace in her sad life. 

What happened next is a tragic example of how the church can let people 
down.   For when Margaret turned to the Franciscans in repentance, they 
did not tell her the wonderful news:  that indeed she could be forgiven, 
because Jesus had already paid the price to ‘redeem’ her. Instead, they told 
her a lie: that she would have to ‘earn’ forgiveness by on-going acts of 
abasement and severe mortifications.   She was never told the simple truth:  
that God loved her, and lavished forgiveness on her. 

And so the final tragedy of Margaret’s life began:  for years and years she 
practised severe acts of self-abasement:  starvation, sleeplessness, the 
daily torment of hair-shirts.  She was never told that all this was pointless, 
that her sins were gladly forgiven her because Jesus had died for them on 
the cross.   

There is nothing so broken in our lives that almighty God cannot fix it.  At 
whatever point we turn to him, he accepts us just as we are.  Forgiveness is 
just the beginning of the good things that God wants to give us.  He wants 
to begin a life-long work of restoration and healing in our lives. 

Poor Margaret never found that out in this life.  So she must have had the 
most wonderful, almighty surprise when at 50 she died, and woke up in 
heaven. 
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CANDLEMAS 
 

Bet you thought that Christmas 
ended ages ago – well Candlemas 
on 2nd February marks the real 
end of the season of Christmas 
and the beginning of preparation 
for the next festival, Easter. 
It is the traditional time for a good 
clean up. All Christmas 
decorations had to be taken down 
by this day. Can you imagine how 
scruffy and dusty they would have 
been by now? Churches had to be 
cleaned too. 
Candlemas celebrates the 
presentation of Jesus at the 
Temple 40 days after he was born. 
It is called Candlemas because 
candles are lit to remind us that 
when Jesus was 
presented Simeon, an 
old servant in the 
Temple, said that 
Jesus was the Light 
that God had sent to 
the Gentiles (Gentiles 
are all the people who 
are not Jews). Read 
about this in St Luke’s 
Gospel, chapter 2. 

 
LIGHT & BRIGHT 

There are lots of words to do with 
light and lights in the Bible. Can you 
find the answers to this Bible Light 
quiz? 

1  What did the woman light when 
she lost a silver coin? (Luke, 
chapter 15) 

2   What God created on the first 
day? (Genesis, chapter 1) 

3   What light did the wise men 
follow? (Matthew, chapter 2) 

4    According to St Luke, what is the 
lamp of the body? (Luke, chapter 
11) 

5   What Moses found in the desert? 
(Exodus, chapter 3) 

6   What the soldiers carried to search 
for Jesus in the garden? (John, 
chapter 18) 

Answers at the bottom of this page. 

 
 

What kind of lights did Noah have on 
the Ark? 

Floodlights. 
 

What did the little 
light bulb say to its 

mother? 
I wuv you watts and 

watts. 

 
Answers: 1.lamp  2.light  3.a star  4.eye  

5.burning bush  6.torches & lanterns 
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Articles for publication should be e-mailed directl y to the editor. If e-mail is not 
possible articles may be forwarded to the Parish Of fice. All copy must be 
received by 2nd Sunday of each month. The Editor’s and Rector’s decision on 
material published is final.  

                               
 

 CHOIR 
        Director of Music: position vacant  

 Practices Tuesday 7.45pm - 9.15pm                 
 Venue alternates, see magazine 

 or church door   
                            BELLS          

Captain of Bells: Margaret Macey                     
         Practices Wednesday  8.00pm - 9.30pm  

020 8302 4992 
 

YOUTH AND CHILDREN 
The Cross Crew:  

Pam Sanders: 020 8304 8339  
 Sunday School:  

Maxine Heath (St James): 020 8464 9448 
   Rachel Belk (All Saints): 020 8309 7025 
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VSJ 
MARQUEE HIRE 

 
SOMETHING THAT THE ENGLISH WEATHER 

CAN'T SPOIL. 

GUARANTEED!  
 

We cater for  all your party  needs. 
From the barbecue to the ball. 

Wedding to wake. 
 
 
 

TABLES 
DANCE FLOOR 

LIGHTING 
CHAIRS 

HEATING AND  
CATERING 

V V

020 8304 8339 


